Rotterdam - Cologne
Route Description
for your individual Bike and Barge Tour
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Dear cyclist!
We would like to give you a warm welcome aboard our ship!
The itinerary has been described from the “cyclist’s perspective”, the way you will experience the cycle tour
on your bike seat. In the route description, the maps corresponding to the respective text are marked with this
symbol: 1
Already after a short stretch, you will reach the bike-friendly country of the Netherlands – Cycle paths are
very comfortable in this country, often wider than pedestrian ways and at times even wider than roads. Large
numbers of mandatory segregated cycle lanes (FIETSPAD, FIETSPADEN) marked by a round blue sign with
a white bicycle make Holland a paradise for cyclists.
When you encounter such a blue sign with a white bicycle pictogram, the use of this cycleway is
obligatory. Sometimes there is a white bike pictogram on the road surface, on a segregated cycle lane
delineated by a solid or a dashed white line. In this case also, cyclists are required to use these cycle
lanes: So, where protected cycle lanes exist, you may not ride on the road!
In addition, there are so-called “optional” cycleways, marked by a round black sign with a white label FIETSPAD or RIJWIELPAD. Cyclists are recommended to use such cycle lanes.
Motor cycles and other motorised vehicles not allowed on these cycle lanes.
The road signposting is outstanding: This is due to the ANWB, the Royal Dutch Touring Club. On cycle
maps, these signposts are mostly refered to as so-called junction points (Dutch “Knooppunt”, in our
		
route description shortened to Jnct). In many places, small white signs with a red 		
		
bicycle, mark special, bicycle friendly routes.
On minor roads in the countryside, you may also find waymarkers, approx. 50 cm
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high, which are also called “mushrooms” due to their shape.
When cycling into a large town, a look at the map may be useful: At the entrance of many major towns and cities, you will find large city plans. If you lose your way, you can best orientate yourself by the small signs with
the letters VVV (pronounced: VeeVeeVee), which leads you directly to the local tourist agency VVV, where
they will be happy to assist you.
Some of the most important general traffic rules are:
• always ride on the right and overtake on the left
• fast moving traffic has always right of way over slow moving traffic, except on major roads and on right- ofway crossings
• straight ahead traffic has always priority over turning traffic on the same road
• fast moving traffic from the right has always priority over traffic approaching from the left
Cyclists must also obey the following rules:
• Cyclists may ride two-abreast only when it does not obstruct other traffic
• Cyclists are not allowed on motorways and dual carriageways
• Cycling on sidewalks is generally not allowed and it it is best to dismount
• Bicycle lights must be turned on during twilight and night hours
• Changing directions must be indicated by a clearly extended arm
• Young children have to be carried in a bicycle child seat with sufficient support for hands, back and feet
Note: For safety reasons we also recommend that adults wear a cycle helmet.
Street names, towns, localities and junctions (Jnct) are printed in bold.
In general, they are only specified, if there is a road sign  in the indicated place. Nevertheless, it
may also happen that you find the road sign further on, along the indicated route. From the route
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description, however, you will clearly understand which way to go.
Hints and Tips have been highlighted in colours to distinguish from the route description.
Nobody is perfect — please note that the situation on the route can sometimes be different from the route
description due to road works, new traffic signs, overturned or overgrown signs, etc. If you should encounter
similar situations, please do not hesitate to inform us. There might be places where you would describe the
route differently - we always appreciate any proposal for improvement.
We wish you a relaxing week and a happy bike and barge tour.

Key to understanding the cycle route:
10

Map number

Info

Information
Attention! Missing sign posts or bad trail conditions

Direction arrow (for rough orientation):
 		

Straight ahead or follow the route

 		

Turn right

 		

Turn left
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Complete Overview
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Day 1: Rotterdam, Embarkation
For information how to reach the docking location, please refer to your travel documents. Enjoy a relaxing
evening on board or take a walk through the biggest harbour in the world - Rotterdam.

Day 2: Cycle Tour Rotterdam - Dordrecht, approx. 40 km
Today cycle along the river Maas and you reach the famous Kinderdijk. Kinderdijk is a small village with
the most famous windmills in the Netherlands. You will see 19 well-preserved mills dating from the 18th
century; the complex was added to the UNESCO World Heritage list. The visit of the windmills is free, while
tickets to see the inside of the mills can be obtained at the entrance to the UNESCO site.
From the mooring place near the Eramsus bridge cycle to the Jct. 68 - 74 - 67 - 75 - 66 and
65.
1
At Jnct. 65 you cross the Algera bridge and continue to Jnct. 70.
Follow the route to Jnct. 58 and 61.
Mind out: Use the public road without cycle path. Please take care!
Take the ferry (Fare: about EUR 1,-) at Jnct. 61 and proceed to Jnct. 31.
From here you cycle through Kinderdijk.

2

Follow the way alongside the windmills to Jnct. 03 - 02 - 19 - 07.
Always follow the main road. Cycle to the Jnct. 08 - 09 - 43 and 42 and pass through the
village Oud-Alblas.
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Pass the Jnct. 41 and 98 and you reach the Landesfietspad LF2b ( = national cycle path) follow the green signpost LF2b.
You reach the ferry Dordrecht after approx. 200 m - cross over to Jnct. 87.
Keep cycling in the direction of Jnct. 14. However, you must not reach the junction!
At the end of the road Kuipershaven, turn right at the T-junction and cross the bridge. You
come to a road called Vlak.
At its end, turn left (Binnen Walevest) and then immediately turn right (Veersteiger).
You get to the street called Buiten Walevest and here you will find your ship’s mooring
place. You have reached your destination.

Info

In the evening, take a stroll through Dordrecht. Holland’s oldest city is located on an island,
bordered by large rivers. The townscape of the century-old harbour town is characterised
by historic buildings, the inner harbour and a fantastic atmosphere, while the green rural
districts border the De Biesbosch National Park. Once an important trade city, Dordrecht
lost importance after the staple rights were abolished and the harbours in Amsterdam and
Rotterdam increased. Feeling the urge for renewal, numerous buildings were demolished,
city gates vanished, and bridges were built in cast iron. Nevertheless, the city has its own
character, in fact a very strong one.
The Rondje Dordt is a signposted walk, which leads you through the Old Town to the most
important historic buildings. Just follow the signposts with gold ribbon and the
„Rondje Dordt“ sign.

7

8

from Rotterdam to Cologne

Day 3: Cycle Tour Dordrecht - Gorinchem, approx. 37 km
Leave the mooring place and the small harbour island and turn left via Buiten Walevest,
proceed to Veersteiger in a right hand arc.
Turn left at the T-junction into Binnen Walevest and turn immediately righ into Valk.
3
Pass over the bridge and turn immediately left into Kuipershaven and cycle to Jnct. 87.
You are now at the ferry dock Dordrecht.
Follow the way to Jnct. 86 - 11 - 10 - 83 - 44 and 43.
Take the ferry to cross over at Jnct. 43 und continue cycling to Jnct. 02

Info

From here, the route leads through the De Biesbosch National Park, a fresh water delta
that extends on an area of aprox. 90 km2,. This stunning maze of rivers and meadows amazes every nature lover. Up until 1421, this was once a rich region living on peak extraction,
of salines and agriculture, however, a great flood broke the water protection dike destroying
16 villages and changing the agricultural area into a large inland sea. Bit by bit, the land
was reclaimed through tidal and sediment deposits as well as by agricultural measures of
man. Today the De Biesbosch is a unique Biotop with countless animal species. The landscape is characterised by reed, rushes and grasslands, which offer adequate protection for
wild geese, grey herons, sea eagles and beavers.
Follow the path through the National Park to the Jncts. 04 - 22 - 21 - 16 - 18 - 15 - 29 - 10 22 and 30 to reach Werkendamm 4
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From the ferry dock Werkendamm at Jnct. 30 cross over to Gorinchem (Fare: about EUR
2.-; Duration: approx. 25 min).
Here you will meet your ship near the ferry dock. You have reached your destination.

Day 4: Cycle Tour Gorinchem - Wijk bij Duurstede, approx. 50 km
Today you leave Gorinchem und enjoy a cycle tour through pure nature.
From the mooring in Gorinchem, cycle to the Jncts. 50 - 23 - 22 - 53 and 39 out of
5
the city center.
Preceed to Jnct. 26 and 38 to the ferry dock.
Cross over (Fare: about EUR 1.-) to Jnct. 37
Follow the path to the Jnct. 36 - 33 - 34 and 57 to Leerdam.

Info

The city of Leerdam, located on the river De Linge, has been the centre of the glass and
wood industries since the 18th century. The first glass blowers came from Germany, thus
laying the foundation of the present-day glass industry. The National Glass Museum houses
works of glass artists from different countrys. How the ancient craft of glassblowing is
practised with blowpipe, liquid glass and a red-hot furnace, you can see in the Glasblazerij
Leerdam. Opening hours of the Glasblazerij van het Nationaal Glasmuseum:
daily 10am – 5pm (Sundays open from 12 ); Sundsvall 2 in Leerdam;
Entrace fee for adults. 8,- €.
You should take a little time to visit the city centre of Leerdam.
Jnct. 59 leads you out of the town again.
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At Jnct. 59 cycle along to the Jnct. 47 - 46 - 45 - 44 and 40.

6

At Jnct. 40 you have the opportunity to take a litte break in the café at Fort Everdingen.   7
Keep cycling along the river to the Jnct. 41 - 42 - 43 and 39.

8

Cycle cross the lock bridge at Jnct 39 and proceed to Jnct. 38 and 37 in Rijswijk.
Cycling to the ferry Wijkse Veer, cross over and turn right to the ship‘s mooring place.
You have reached your destination.

Day 5: Boat Tour Wijk bij Duurstede - Rhenen, Cycle Tour Rhenen - Arnheim, approx. 30 km
During breakfast your ship leaves the harbour in Wijk bij Duurstede. After a short Boat Tour you will reach
Rhenen - the departure for your cycle tour today. You cycle along the river Niederrhein and through one of
the Netherland‘s largest fruit-growing regions to Arnhem.
9

From the mooring place you cycle along the river to Jnct. 52, proceed along the nature reserve Grebbeberg to the Jnct. 32 and 24.
You reach the ferry dock where you have the possibility for a rest.
Cross over and proceed to the Jnct. 94 - 19 and 95.
Mind out. There are no signposts for a distance of about 5 km between Jnct.19 and 95.
You keep cycling along the main dyke.
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From Jnct. 95 cycle to Jnct. 50 - 76 - 75 - 32 - 26 - 59 and 27 through the so called Betuwe. 10
Info

In this section, you will cycle past pastureland with rare cattle and horse breeds, which help
to promote the ecological maintenance of the landscape. Besides, this area belongs to the
Betuwe, one of the Netherland‘s largest fruit-growing regions, with soils rated among the
most fertile in Europe.
Via Jnct. 27 - 28 - 29 you reach your destination Arnheim.

11

Pass the Nelson-Mandela bridge and cycle in a wide bend to Jnct. 41 - 54 - 36 and 35 to
get back to the river bank.
Here you will meet your ship. You have reached your deatination.

Day 6: Boat Tour Arnheim - Emmerich, Cycle Tour Emmerich - Xanten, approx. 31 km
In the early morning, your ship passes the German-Dutch border to Emmerich - starting point of today‘s cycle tour. Your final destination will be Xanten. The Roman- Cathedral- and Siegfried (Ring Cycle) town looks
back upon 2000 years of history and is famous for its archaeological open-air museum. Here history comes
alive! As part of an optional excursion, your tour manager will take you for a guided tour to the archaeological park.
Starting at the Rheinpromenade you cycle via the streets Kleiner Wall, Steintor, Eltener
Straße and the main road B8 to pass the Rhine river over the bridge. 12
Turn left after the bridge to cycle along the cycle path.
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Follow the cycle path in parallel with the main road (Rheinuferstraße) to reach Grieth.
The cycle path leads you left around the village. 13
Proceed the cycle path to Wissel and Kalkar.
Refer to the market place in Kalkar, as well as to the „Brauhaus Mühle Kalkar“ (brewery
mill), which are worth seeing and mertits a stop.
Follow the cycle path sign posts to Hönnepel and Rees.
At the ferry in Rees you have the opportunity for a stop at the Café Reeser Schanze.
Mind out! You do not pass over!
Leaving the ferry dock, you cycle back to the street called Reeserschanz and turn left onto
Husenweg. Keep cycling along the Rhine dyke to Obermörmter.
Passing the village Vynen you reach the Xantener Nordsee (local recreation area).

14

The cyle path leads you around the lake to Wardt, passing the Xantener Südsee (local
recreation area in the south) until you reach Xanten.
In Xanten cycle along the main road B57 and turn left at the junction at the sports centre
into Geldener Straße.
Cycle along and you arrive at the ferry in Xanten. Here you will meet your boat.
You have reached your destination. In the evening boat trip to Düsseldorf.
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Day 7: Cycle Tour Düsseldorf - Cologne, approx. 55 km
Today cycle on well-paved cycleways along the Rhine Cycle Route, past storybook villages and with view
on the other Rhine bank. The route offers sceneries from idyllic to industrial.
From the mooring at the Rheinterrassen, cycle directly alongside the Rhine on the cycle
path passing the harbour until you reach Hamm. 15
You pass a golf course and several industrial plants and craft businesses.
You reach the Fleher Brücke bridge. Cycle onto the ramp to cross the bridge to reach the
other side of the Rhine. 16
After crossing, leave the bridge at the right side and make a sharp right turn. You cycle back
for a short time parallel the motorway.
At the next junction turn right, cycle along the motorway underpass and follow the road.
You cycle through fields in a right bend passing a grange to Gut Neuwahlscheid.
Turn left into Wahlscheider Weg to reach Uedesheim.
Follow the sign posts for the Rhine cycle path and you get back to the river bank.
You meet the main road B9 and cycle parallel on the cycle path. You pass the Silbersee
lake and arrive in Stürzelbach.
The cycle path leads you back to the river bank.
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You reach the nature reserve of „Zonser Grind“, where the Rhine takes a bend of 180°.
Info

Take a side trip to the fortified town of Zons with its old narrow lanes and wall towers, windmills and cafes. Zons am Rhein is one of the few almost intact medieval towns. It features a
well-preserved fortification system dating from the 14th century, and is therefore referred to
as the „Rothenburg of the Rhineland“.
Arriving Zons, you stay on the Rhine cycle path, mostly made of grid and gravel, until you
17
reach Dormagen.
At the Bayer Sports Facilities the cycle path meets the main road B9 again and you cycle
parallel on the cycle path for a short distance.
The Rhine cycle path branches off to the left near Worringen and leads you through the
Rheinaue wetlands to Langel.
You get to the ferry in Langel (do not cross over!) and cycle along the Langeler Damm,
pass by Rheinkassel and finally arrive at Leverkusener Rheinbrücke (Leverkusen Rhine
bridge) in Merkenich.
Cycle into Kasselberger Weg, the motorway bridge underpass and get to Merkenicher
Hauptstraße.
Cycle along the Merkenicher Hauptstraße and reach the Ivenhofsweg in a right hand
bend.
Follow this way. At the T-junction turn left into Emdener Straße.
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You pass by the Ford Motor Company plant and reach the junction Emdener Straße /
Geestemünder Straße. Here turn left and follow the way.
At the end of Geestemünder Straße turn right into St. Leonardus Straße which leads to
Niehler Damm. 18
At the Container Port the cycle path branches off to the left (Am Mohlenkopf) and cross
over a bridge to the beach Niehler Strand (a little nature reserve at the river bank).
Cycle along the way, the Mühlheim bridge-undercrossing and stay at the Rhine cycle
path to Cologne.
From Niehler Strand to the Hohenzollern bridge in Cologe you cycle for approx. 6.5 km
and finally you have reached your destination.

Day 8: Cologne, Disembarkation
After breakfast, it will be time to say farewell. We hope you have a great time!
We wish you a safe trip home, and hope to see you again in the future.
Your team from SE-Tours

16

ABOUT US
SE-Tours GmbH

Managing Director: Jörg Gövert

Am Grollhamm 12a

Trade register: HRB 2601 BHV

27574 Bremerhaven

UST-ID-Nr. DE 163249225

Tel.: +49 (0)471-800735

E-Mail: info@se-tours.de

Fax.: +49 (0)471-800735-29

Website: www.se-tours.de

The reproduktion or adoption of the whole route book or of parts of it is only allowed when agreed with SE-Tours GmbH. Nominal
fee: € 10,-

Version 10

